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I undersigned cannot find such a disclosure; perhaps the Examiner can point out how the '060 patent 

^ anticipates this limitation. 

I Regarding claim 19, apart from the Fact that this is not a bushing and the "sleeves" arc conical, 

i claim 19 sets forth **a shoe disposed between the outer sleeve and at least some of the elements*" Using 

I the Examiner's interpretation^ the **shoe*' 6 of Ncidhart is disposed against the inner sleeve, and has no 

^ pordon between the outer sleeve and at least some of the elements. The reference simply does not 
o 

^ anticipate* Claim 22 adds to claim IS the limitation of elements that are of u shape that demonstrate a 
^ low stress concentmdon under compression, and claim 23 adds to claim 22 the elements being 
I cylindrical huvingaroundorelHptical cross section* Since the Examiner makes no comment r^ardtng 
^ the rcpecdon of claim 22 over Neidh^rt* AppUeont respectfully requests that reasons cither be given or 
^ the claims be allowed 

aatms 24*26 stand rejected under 35 §l03(a) over Ncidhart on the ground that 

□ 

I Cnccording to the Examiner) one of sldll in the art would consider the limitations of these claims to be "a 

^ matter of choice " Applicant respectfully disagrees. Claim 24 includes the limitation of the elements 
a 

^ being toroidal; claim 25 includes the limitation of the elements being spheres; and claim 26 includes the 

^ limitation of the elements being ellipsoids. These arc positively recited structuml limitations requiring 

I examination. They cannot simply be disregarded because no prior art has been identified. 

S Claims IS, 16, 19,*20 and 22-26 stand rejected under 3S U.S.C. §103(a) over Rosen^weig. 
I 

^ Among the myriad other differences between this reference and Applicant's invention as claimed, there 

I appears to Applicant to be no teaching or suggestion of elements being preloaded through compression 

ES 

I to conuxtl the relative movement between the sleeves. Indeed, it seems to Applicant that the casing 
I portions 27 and 1 9 move in unison once the support of Rosen2:weig is assembled, 
i The Examiner concedes tiiat Rosenidweig locks the rcdtation of the sleeves having cylindrical 
I shapes, but claims that it would have been a niatter of choice because there is no persuasive cvidenee 
I tiiat the particular configuration "Nvas significant*" While, considering that Applicant's invention relates 
I to a bushing as opposed to an anti-vibration support, it appears that cylindrical shapes arc both 
fc important and in need of examination. Regarding claims 19 and 20. the Examiner claims that the 
"actuator 37" of Roscnzwcig is used •for adjusting tiie level of preload compression." However, 
according to Roscnzwcig, adjustable plates are provided solely for the purpose of eliminating 
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i*'looscncss** (line 90)* Taking up excess space to prevent looseness is not the same as preload 



8 



"compression. 

Based upon the foregoing comments. Applicant believes the present application is in condition 
for allowance. Questions regarding diis application may be directed to the undersigned attorney by 



X telephone facsimile or electronic maiU 
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5 Dated: November 23, 2005 
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Respectfully submiti 




John G. Ppsa 
RegH^o^^ 

Giffofd, Krass, Groh, Sprinkle, 
/Anderson &, Citkowski, ?C 
PO Box 7021 
Troy, MI 4S007-7021 
(734) 913-9300 FAX a34) 913-6007 
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